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History Relationships:  Peoples and Paradigms The Nineteenth Century:  The Road to Democracy

Content:

Understandings:
Students need to
understand:

Key Concepts:

Key Skills:

The arrival of the Europeans began a process of social
change that was to influence the assumptions and
practices of both the First Nations and the Europeans.

• all societies will evolve a worldview that includes
assumptions and practices surrounding key societal
relationships.

• a society's assumptions and practices will be
influenced, and sometimes changed to meet new
realities.

Worldview Land
Sovereignty Acculturation

Criteria Dialectical Thinking
Dialectical Evaluation Evaluation

Within societies there exists a competition to influence
the societal decision making processes.  The process
leading to Confederation involved seeking consensus
among the major competing interest groups.

• groups within a society will compete for influence
over the societal decision making processes.

• groups will possess an agenda and "vision" for the
nation that best secures the group's well-being.

Responsible Government Interest Group
Economic Well-being Regionalism
Environment

Criteria Dialectical Evaluation
Evaluation

Native Studies Aboriginal and Treaty Rights Governance

Content:

Understandings:
Students need to
understand:

Key Concepts:

Key Skills:

Aboriginal rights flow from traditional use and
occupancy of land and treaty rights flow from
agreements signed between sovereign nations.

• the diversity of Canadian Aboriginal nations.
• the influences of worldview on daily life.
• the basis of Aboriginal rights.
• the basis of Treaty rights.
• the interpretation of Aboriginal and Treaty rights.

Worldview Identity
Sovereignty Diversity

Inquiry
Critical thinking

Prior to colonization, Aboriginal nations were
independent and self-governing.  The inherent right to
self-determination is continuous.

• the nature of traditional leadership and governments.
• the impact of the Indian Act.
• the history and contemporary issues of Aboriginal

political systems.
• the models of self-government.

Change Human Rights
Self-government Leadership

Decision-making
Problem-solving

Social Studies Change Economic Development

Content:

Understandings:
Students need to
understand:

Key Concepts:

Key Skills:

Change has been, and is, a constant reality facing
Canadian students.

• the major change events in Canadian history.
• the change process.
• the impact of change on a society's worldview.

Worldview Society                
Social Change Legitimacy           
Social Contract

Dialectical Evaluation Dialectical Thinking
Criteria Moral Tests          

There has been a significant relationship between the
people of Canada, the geography, and their standard of
living.

• that the environment and society act as systems.
• that people create models in order to understand and

control these systems.
• that models can and should be evaluated and changed

as needed.

Model Standard of living
Worldview

Modelling Criteria                  
Evaluation Dialectical Evaluation



2

External Forces and Domestic Realities The Forces of Nationalism Challenges and Opportunities

The First World War and the Depression of
the 1930s, demonstrated to Canadians how
external forces could significantly influence
the well-being of the Canadian nation.

• new realities can represent challenges to
existing beliefs and practices;

• significant external events were to cause
Canadians to re-evaluate existing
societal assumptions and practices
concerning the role of government in
securing the well-being of the citizenry.

Government Ideology
Social Contract Welfare State
Equalization

Cause and Effect Criteria
Dialectical Evaluation Evaluation

The forces of nationalism emerged in the
decades following the Second World War
and were to influence both Canadian policy
makers and public.

• Canadian nationalists hold concerns
over the degree of U.S. influence on the
well-being of the nation.

• Within francophone Quebec, nationalist
sentiment was reflected in the re-
emergence of a separatist movement.

Sovereignty External Influence
Foreign Policy Social Cohesion
Environment

Cause and Effect Criteria
Dialectical Evaluation Evaluation

Canadian society, in the last decades of the
20th century, has been challenged by global
and domestic challenges.

• the emergence of a global economy has
raised the issue of whether Canadians
have the ability to establish policies that
reflect Canadian realities.

• there have emerged movements seeking
to ensure that their membership have
access and participation in national and
societal decision making.

Diversity Multiculturalism
Charter of Rights
and Freedoms

Cause and Effect Criteria
Dialectical Evaluation Evaluation

Land Claims and Treaty Land
Entitlements

Economic Development Social Development

Aboriginal land claims are classified as
comprehensive claims and specific claims.

• cultural factors and worldviews influence
all relationships.

• procedures for resolving comprehensive
and specific land claims.

• procedures for settlement of Métis land
claims.

Relationships Interdependence
Worldview Tradition

Research
Evaluation/Synthesis

Development of natural resources relates
to Aboriginal rights, land claims and self-
government issues.

• environmental relationships influence
economic development.

• cultural factors and worldview affect
resource management practices.

• Aboriginal rights influence economic
development.

• technical, social and cultural
implications of economic development.

Economics Development
Sustainable development Relationships

Decision-making
Dialectical Reasoning

Current social issues have an historical
basis and continue to impact contemporary
Canada.

• societies experience conflict and develop
strategies to resolve conflict.

• education is an instrument of cultural
survival.

• health issues relate to socio-economic
and cultural factors.

• Aboriginal peoples respond to justice,
education, child welfare and health
issues.

Change Interdependence
Diversity Acculturation

Social action
Reflective process

Culture Governance Globalization

Canadian society was formed out of the
Aboriginal peoples and the many different
groups who immigrated to Canada.

• the fundamental assumptions of a
democratic society.

• the issues involved resolving diverse
ethnic identities within Canadian
sovereignty.

• the methods used in resolving ethnic
differences have consequences.

Social Change Socialization
Acculturation Social Contract
Model Conflict

Modelling Criteria
Dialectical Evaluation Moral Testing

Because Canada is a regional and
multicultural nation with many competing
interests, it is difficult to govern.

• the constitution establishes the basic
rules governing the political process.

• the constitution is a structure which
attempts to balance the rights of:
° minorities and majorities
° regions and the nation
° individual and the state

Conflict Political System
Political Culture Legitimacy
Political Discourse Cultural Change

Conflict Resolution Critical Thinking
Dialectical Evaluation Dialectical Thinking
Criteria Moral Testing

Canada is living in an increasingly
interdependent nation that is affecting the
ability of Canadians to make decisions.

• the environmental changes are beyond
the power of individual nations to
control.

• the difficult choices to be made in
balancing international interests and
domestic interests.

• Canada's role in international relations.

International Society Change
International Political System Dialectical
Standard of Living evaluation

Dialectical Evaluation Critical Thinking
Criteria Testing


